


Naomi and her husband lived in Moab. They had two sons, who were 
both married. One of the wives was called Orpah and the other was 
called Ruth.

After a number of happy years together, Naomi’s husband died. The 
sons looked after Naomi. Ten years later, both the sons died, and Naomi 
made a decision.



Naomi decided she would go back 
to where she was from. She had 
become such good friends with 
Orpah and Ruth, she knew they 
would want to come with her too. 

She said to them, “I am going to 
go back to where I have come 
from. You must do the same. Go 
back to your families. May God 
show you the kindness you have 
shown me.”

But Orpah and Ruth said, “We 
shall not leave you.”

Naomi insisted. Eventually, Orpah 
agreed and went back to her 
family.



However, Ruth refused to go. She 
said to Naomi, “Where you go, I 
shall go. Where you stay, I will 
stay. Your friends will be my 
friends. Your God will be my God.”

Naomi was overjoyed.



The journey was long and hard. It was a good job Ruth had stayed with 
her friend, because Naomi could not have travelled so far on  her own.

Ruth liked helping Naomi. She was her friend. She never complained or 
expected anything in return.

Eventually, they reached Bethlehem, where Naomi was from.



After a few days, Ruth knew she needed to work. It was harvest time 
and there was lots to do out in the fields.

Ruth began working in the fields, following the harvesters, who picked 
barley. She would collect whatever they dropped.



One day, the owner of the fields, 
called Boaz, noticed Ruth. He 
asked the harvesters who she was. 
They explained she had come from 
Moab with her friend Naomi.

Boaz was a kind man who 
believed in God. He spoke to Ruth. 
“Don’t go into the fields,” he told 
her. “Instead, stay here with the 
servant girls. And if you are 
thirsty, help yourself to the water 
in this jar. I’ll make sure you’re 
safe.”

Ruth was amazed, and said, “Why 
are you being so nice to me? I’m 
not even from here.”



Boaz said, “I know you have 
looked after Naomi. You left your 
family and moved here to 
somewhere you have never been 
before. Just for your friend. May 
the Lord reward you for your 
kindness”.



Boaz told the harvesters to drop more barley so that Ruth would have 
more, but they were not to let Ruth know they were doing this.

She took the barley home, and shared it all with Naomi.



It wasn’t long before Boaz asked 
Ruth to marry him. So she did. 
They had a son called Obed.

Naomi was very happy that her 
friend had a lovely husband and 
baby. She deserved it after being 
such a kind and loyal friend.


